
IilNUTES 0]' A REGULAR I!.EETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TOBRANCE 

Torranoe, Ca,Ufornia 
June'ltl~ 1941 

The City CounQil of the City of Torranoe oonvened iilt,a 
Regular Meeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, 
California, on '!ilesday evening, June 10, 1941 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor M9Guireoa11ed the meeting to order. 

Olark Bartlett 'oalled the roll, those answering present 
being oounoilmen: Baboock, Hitohcock, Murray, POwell and McGuire. 
Absent: Councilmen: None. 

Councilman Babcook moved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held Iaay 27, 1941 and of an Adjourned Regular Meeting held,June 
3, 1941 be approved as written. Councilman Hitohcock seoonded 
the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COM1roNIQATIONS 

A oommunioation was read from the Walteria Civic Organi­
zation, enolosingletter from Natalie L. Ross, Prinoipal of the 
Walteria Sohool, Wherein it was requested that :the parking 
spaQe outside the Walteria school fence be leveled oft. 

Counoilman Baboock moved that the request be referred-to 
the Street Department for aotion. Counoilman Murray seconded 
the motion, whio.h was ,oarrhd unanimously. ' 

A oommunioation ~as read from the Walteria Civic Organi­
zation, advising that a letter had been direoted to the St. 
Helen's Company in regard to the traffic hazard created by 
parking of St. Helen's Company gasoline trucks on Newton Street 
Near Hawthorne Boulevard and unloading into the storage tanks 
at the looation. It was advised that the truoks are poorly 
lighted and obstruot traffio. Inasmuoh as no ansWer had been 
reoeived trom St. lielen '.sCompany, 1.t was requested by the 
Walteria Civio Organization that the City Council aot upon the 
matter. ' 

Counoilman HitchCOck moved that the request be referred to 
the Police Department for action. Councilman Powell seconded 
the motion, whioh was carried unanimcusly. 

A oommunication was read from Taylor and Taylor, Engineering 
Offices, 7a5 South Spring Street, Los Angeles, regarding the 
purohase of the Torranoe Municipal Water District No.1. It 
was stated that it had been called to the attention Of Taylor 
and Taylor that, at the time the accounts were set up at the 
initial operation of the Water Department, the figure used to 
repl-esent the plant tbatwas purchased from the Utility C.ompany 
was their origi.nal appraisal figure of $1.131000.00 as of July 10, 
1933, whereas the aotual purchase price of ,137,OOOC.OO (a com­
promise price oonsiderably lower than the UtilityOompany ex­
peoted to obtain from the City) should have been used and broken 
down into the various aocounts 0'1' tangi'ble property purchased. 

Councilman Babcook moved that the communication be filed. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried unani­
mously. 

A communioation was read from L. J. Gilmeister, Manager 
Torrance MUll!cipal Bus Lines, advising that arrangements with Mr. 
Prince, President of the Beaoon Drug Compan" Torranoe, to act 
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asegent tor the Torrance Munici~al Bus Lines on a eO~8sion 
basis ot ten ~er cent ot all round-tri~ and commutation books 
sold, had been completed and requested acce~tence of this arrange­
ment. 

Couneil.mall Babcock moved'that the arrangement with Mr. 
Prince ot the BeaQoll Drug Com~any, Torrance, to act as agent for 
the Torrance ~\1nici~.l Bus Lines as outlined by Jar. , Gllmeister, 
Manager of the Bus Lines, be acce~ted. Councll.lMn Murray seconded 
the motion, which wae carried by the following roll call vote: 
AY.n;S: COUNCru.mN: Baboook, a:i tohoock, Murray ,.Fowell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COU!TCTLIEEN: None. 

A cOIllluunication ;,as:r,ead from L. J. Gllmeister, :,~nager Tor­
rance ,,:tlnicipal' ~s Lines, recommending that the City pay Roy 
Bristow, operator of theG~) .. Illore Service Statioll on U. S. Highway 
101 immediatel,. east ot Na~,bonne Avenv,e, .2.50 ~.r month and 
furni8holle tree round tr:l..p ti~k.t troa Lomita to Los Angeles 
once monthly, forule otrest room faci.1ities for bus drivers at 
the U~ S. 51gbway 101 ~d Narbonne Avenue terminal. 

Counoilman Babcook moved that the recommendation of Mr. 
Gilmeister regarding r •• t room, tactilitIes tor the bus drivers 
be oomplied w1 tho Counoilman RitohOQoksecOnded th'e motion, 
whioh was carr1edby the following reill cilll vote: AYES: COUNCIL-
1tIEN: BabcOok, Hitohcock. Murray, Powell andllcGulre. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communioation was readtrom L. J. Gilmeister, Manager 
Torranoe Munici~al BUB Lines, recommending installation' of seats 
and shelter in the triangular park in front of the Torrance 
Theatre (SartQrl Street), and installation ot a seat in front of 
the Beacon Drug Store at the corner of Cabrillo and Gramercy 
Avenues for the acooii"Jllodatlon of patrons of the Torrance Muhlcl~al 
Bus Lines. 

CounEl ,1,lman !oAurray moved that the recommendation to~lac. 
a seat at the corner of Cabrillo and Gramercy Avenues be oomplied 
with. This motion received no seoond. ' ' ; 

Counoilman Babcock moved that the reoommendation to instaii 
seats and shelter in the triangular ~ark in front of ' the Torrance 
Theatre be reterred to the P~anning Commis8ion and the City En­
gineer for re~ort at the next meeting. Councilman Murray seoonded 
the motion. whioh was carried unanimously. 

, Councilman Babcock mOved that the recommendation to 'Olace 
a seat at the corner Qf Cabrillo ·and Gramercy Avenues for~ 
accommodationot passengers using the Torranoe Municipal Busses 
be complied with. Counoilman Murray seoonded the mot50n,wh1.ch 
was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from L. J. GHmeister, Manager 
Torrance rY:un,icipalBus Lines, advising that he oonferred with 
Maynard Boyce, Ino., Transportation AdvertiSing, relative to 
their servioe on the Torranoe Municipal Bus Lines. The oharge 
tor this type of advertising was mentioned in the communicat5.on, 
Mr. Gilmeister !;Itating that Maynard Boyce, Inc. would be willing 
to undertake to solicit on, the bash of sixty per cent to them 
and forty per cent to the City of Torrance. . 

Counoilman Baboook moved that L. J. Gilmeister, Manager 
of the Torra.noe Municipal Bus Ltnes, be authorized to enter 
into contract with Maynard Boyce, Inc., Transportation Advertising 
tirm, for advertising service on the Torrance Municipal Bus 
Linea, terms t ,obe as stated by Mr. Gilmeister in his conununication 
ot June 9, 1941 relative to the matter. Coun.cilmanHitchcock 
seconded the motion,which :was carried by t.he following roll call 
vote: AYES: COill,CIlWJ;N: Babcock, Hi tchcook, Murray, Fowell 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIl.JVIEN: None. ABSE!llT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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A communication' was read from L. J. Gilmeister, Manager of 
the Torrance Municipal Bus ;Lines, recorcmending that, to avoid 
the possibility of qieruption of scheduled service, two complete 
wheel unite, each to consist of tire, tube, flange ring and' . 
wheel, ready tor immediate installation should be kept on hand, 
one to be kept in Torranoe and one at the Los Angeles terminal. 
The total price ot $71.16 each unit was gi,ven as the local Ford 
agency ~uotatlon. 

Upon the suggestion of Councilman Murray, it was decided 
to defer action until prices at other tires can be obtained to 
comr:are with the Ford agency ~uotation. 

A communication was read tram W. H. Stanger, llanager of 
TorrenQe Municipal Water District No.1, recommending purchase 
of five (5) $1,000.00 M. 1. D. No.1 6% bonds for $6537.45 as 
of June 15, 1941, as the price ~uoted includes accurr~ulated in­
terest to June 16, 1941 if sold at once, the entire transaction 
repres~nting a saving at $1762.55 to the Water District in the 
life 01' the 1952 bond'~. Mr. Stanger advised that the W:Illiam 
R. Staats Company,' 640 South 3pringStreet, Los Angeles, is hold­
ing theabovementloned bonds. 

Councilman BabCOCk moved tha.t the abovementi.oned bonds be 
purchas<::d from the William R. Staats Company tor $6537.45 as of 
June 15, 1941. Councilman Powell seconded the I!"!ot~on, which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: CCUYCTLHF:H: 
Babcock, HitchcoCk, Murray, Powell and ~EcGuire. :HOES: COIDTCTL­
MEN: None. ABSE};"T: COUNCILMEN; None. 

A petition bearing nineteen Signatures was read, re~uestjng 
establishment of a pedestrian zone across Cabri110 Avenue, from 
1324 to 1300 West Cabrillo Av.enue and Marcelina Street. 

Councilman Powell moved that the request be granted and 
that the cOITilaunication be referred to the Police Department for 
action. Councilman Murray seconded the rr.otion, which was ear­
ried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COU1TCIU~: 
Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COtmCIL­
MEN: None. ABSEN'1': COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read from the South Bay Humane Society, 
Inc., re~uesting renewal of contract for Humane work and col­
lection of dog license fees for the fiscal year 1941-42, and 
requesting that action be taken as soon as possible in order 
that tags and books can be ordered. 

Councilman ~owell moved that the communication be placed 
on file to be' acted upon when the balance of the contracts and 
agreements are entered into. Councilman Murray seconded the 
motion. 

It was pointed out that the South Bay Humane Society had 
re~uested action as soon aspossib1-e in order to order tags. and 
books, at which tim~ C9unci1ma.n Powell and Councilman'hfurray 
withdrew their motion and second respectively. 

Councilman Powell moved that the contract with South Bay 
Humane Society for Humane work for the fiscal year 1941-42 be 
renewed, the oontract to be identical 'to the 1940-41 contract. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following; roll oallvote: AYES: COUN'CILMEN; Baboock, Hitoh­
cock, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCTLMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A oommunicat:i,on was read from the County of Los An~eles, 
Department of Health, enclosing four copies of contract for 
public services to be rendered the City of Torrance over and 
above services performed under State law for the.fisca1 year 
1941-42, and re~uestingexecution of said contract prior t~ 
June 15, 1941 if possible. 
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Counoilman Baboock moved that the oontract with the County 
at Los Angeles, Department of Health, for the fiscal year 
1941-42 be entered into and that the Mayor be authorized to 
execute same. COl,lncilman liitchcookseoonded the motion, which 
was cal'ried by the following roll oall' vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, lii tohcook, Murray, Powell and McGuire • NOES: COu!-WT1-
MEN: None • . A.BSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett preeented and read ti tl,e to: 

¥SOLUTION NO. 1454 

RESOLUTION A.UTHO:UZINGTHE CITY OF TORRANCE TO 
!mER INTO AGREEMENT WITH KRYNE VAN den AKKER, 
AN ATTORNEY. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1454 be 
adopted. Councllman ·Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: 
Babcock, liitchcook, Murray,Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL­
ivlEN: None. ABSE:NT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

~lel'k Bartlett reported rece~ pt of the recall petitions in 
his office as of Saturday, June 7, 1941 at 10:35 A.M. and added 
that the petitions had not been checked as yet. 

Ut) 

Engineer Jain l'eported that he had investigated the proposal 
of the State Reliet Adxninistrati()n that the City of Torranoe 
assume transportation cost for relief clients from the San Pedro 
and Los Angeles area to work with the City of Torrance Street 
Department. He said he h~d learned that no men are avai1able~See Insert)· 
He l'eQommended that Mr. Gllmeister, Manager of the Torrance Mun:1.-
cipal Bus Lines, be authorized to iSsue the necessarY' tickets 
to furnish free transportation to 't;hese men, which Mr. GUmeister 
is agreeable to do, provided the City w111 reimburse the Bl,ls 
Lines. Mr. Jain suggested that passes, orUckets, for five 
days be issued to irtdividl,lal relief clients for free transpor­
tation. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Mr. Gllmelster, Manager of 
the Torrance Municipal Bus Lines, be authorized to issue proper 
paoses or tiokets to provide free transportation for State Re_ 
lief Administration workers who will be assigned to work with 
the City Street Department. Councilman Babcock seconded the 
motion, which we.s carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COU}TCILLiRN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire • 

. NOES: COUNCII..MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCnMEN: None. 

ED8ineer Jain reported that Taylor and Teylor, Engineering 
firm, had called . at, his office of recent date, as requested, 
regarding the matter of a water shOrtage in North Torrance, 
brought about by collapse of the Crown Water-Company, thereby cut­
ting off the water supply of fifteen or si~teen families. He 
said that the firm had offered no suggestions in the matter, and 
had, upon inquiring what steps ha.dbeen taken by the City and 
what suggestions had been made, agreed that the steps taken so 
far had been proper. lie sai,d the firm had offered to make a sur­
vey of the district end to make a decision and supervise the plan 
through to completion for $250.00. . 

Councilman Murray inquired whether or not the proposal of 
Taylor and '1'aylor would be a duplication of1l>rk ·already completed 
1n part by Mr. Jain, at which time Councilman Powell said he would 
favor paying Mr. Jainthee~tra amount~ inasmuoh as he has de­
voted much time to the matter already. 

Mr. Jain stated that there is no investigation to be made, 
but that the firm of Taylor and Taylor probably has more infor-
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mation and facts regarding water 10ve18 and conditions in North 
Torrance than the City has, due to the fact that the firm made 
a survey of the entire oity during the time negotiations were 
in progress for "purohase ot the Torranoe Munioipal Water District 
No.1. 

Mr. Stanger, 14anager of the Torranoe Municipal Water Dis­
trict, remarked that the only difficulty would be in drilling 
the well. He said arrangements could be mad.1br the pump in-
stallation and that the tank could be erected by the tank com- ' I 
pany. The matter of laying pipe trom the pump to the tank would 
ni.led no supervision, he Said. He added t~at Taylor and Taylor 
had advis~)dthat they could save the City four or five hundred 
dollars on the pressure tank, said firm having pressure tanks 
for sale. Mr. Stanger agreed with Mr. Jain that Taylor and Tay-
lor had offered no recorumendut i ons or suggestions, but that they 
had expressed the thought that the ;:~oney involved represents 
a hrge expenditure for something with no future and had said 
the district should have a water system adequate to take care 
offutur. development. 

, Mr. Jain said Taylor and Taylor had estimated the cost at 
$3500.00, being .1,000.00 higher than his (Mr. Jain's) estimate, 
which, he said, was arrived at by using figures furnished· by 
the tank companies. 

Councilman Hitohcock ,pointed out ,that the only reason for 
.ugsesting Taylor and: Tayl~r was to relieve Mr. Jain otthe 
responsibility and t~.mendous amount of work involved, where­
upon Mr. Jainsuggeetedthat, if agreeable, Taylor and Taylor 

couldb. hired on a per diem basis for inspectioD,8 only. 
, Attorn.y McCall reported that Don Findley had be.n retained 

by the North Torranoe people to handle the legal transaotions 
n.cessary 1n the matt.r. lie advised that mon.y tor the projeot 
oannot be eitherglven or 108ned, but that the City oanenter 
into contraotwith any oorporation, the North Torranc. people 
have a oorpor.~iOD, · he add.d, and oontemplat. organization of 
another one. Arrangements oould b. made, then, he said, ,tor , 
payments to be mad. to the City tor mon.y advanoed. The City 
could a180 pay the operating costs, if any, he stated. 

CouncilmanPow.ll pointed out that an .mergenoy eXists 
a~ that the C~ty Counoil has broad powers in •• erg.noies. " 
H. Urg.d that ap1l,ion be tak.n at ono •• 

Attorne,. McCall advised thatmr. Findley had planned to­
d8.)' to contact the owner ,afth. w.ll who has be.n turnishing 
Wier on a t.~poral'1 arrangemeD,t and determine whether he oould 
continu., the servic. , it a more )lowertul pump 1s put on his well. 

Mr. Stang~r advised that ¥r.. Jewett,Bealth Officer, had 
contaot.d him and stat.d that the County CoUns.l had agreed 
to a 110w the sixteen tamilies to us. water trom the school iu 
the district. 

)lr.Jain said Taylor and Taylor had concurr.d in the opinion 
ot Mr. McCall in that the mon.y could neither be loaned or grant~ 
.d for the purpose ot installing the wat.r ,syst.m. 

Attorn.yMcOall reported receipt todayot the oertified 
copy of the tinal judgment in the matter of the l'aoific Electric 
Railway Company, Cabrlllo Av.nue, right of way matter. He 
said the dooum.nt bad he.n.nter.d inth. record ' book, but it 
will beneceasary tor the City Clerk to hav.' it recorded. 

CQUDoilman Hitchcock moved that the CityOlerk be autho­
rized to record the certifi.dcopy of tinal judgment in the 
matter of the Pacific :l1.ctrio Railway Oompany, Cabrilio Av.nue, 
right of way matter. Oounoilman Babcockaeconded the motion, 
which was oarried byth. tollowing rollcall vote: AYES: COUNCIL­
MEN: Babcock, Hitohcook, Miat'r&r, Powell and McGuire. NOES: ' 
COUNCLMEN: Non.. ABSEN'l': COUNCILMEN: None. 



Counoilman .powell moved that an appropriatlonot not to 

exceld taO.OO be made tor dockets, tel book and receipt books 
tor thl City Court. Counoilmanaabcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the tollowing roll call vote: AYES ': !COUNCIl­
MEN: Babcock, Hi tchoQck, Murray, .powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: OOUNCILMEN: Nonl. 

Councilman Fowell moved that the Clty .Clerkbe instructed to 
mail a copy ot the audit report presented to the City Council 
May 13, 1941 to District ~ttorneyJotm Dooknil,r, with the re­
quest that he take l~edlati action, said Audit Rlport and re­
quest ~o bl mailed June 11,1941. Councilman Murray seConded 
thl motion, whloh was carried by the tollowingroll call ' .ote: 
AYES: COUNOILIIBN : Babcook ,iii tchcook, Murray, POWell aad 
MoGuire. NOES: CO'ONCIL\!EN: None. .ABSENT: COUNCIl.MEN: None. 

Counoilman Hit.chcook moved that an appropriation ot not to 
exceed '75.00 be made tor repairs to hoist on truok 19, Street 
Department. Councilman Baboock Beoonded the motiDll, .which, was 

.· oarr1ed ,by the tollGwing roll oall vot.: AYES I COUNOILMEN: 
Baboook, Hi tohcock, Jlurray, Powell and )40 Guire. NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: COtl'NCILMEN: Nonl. 

Oouncilman Hi tchoock requested the Oouncil as a whole to 
inspect the treee~n Marioopa P~aoe whioh it has beln requested 
to remove. Friday, June 13, 1941 at 4:30 P.M. wasegretd upon 
as a suitable time for the inspeotion. Clerk Bartlett to re­
mind members ot thl Counoil ot thl m~,etingat some timl hiday, 
Junl 13, 1941. 

Mayor McGuirl, moved tl1at an appropriatiOn.ot not to ' ex­
oeed .111.00 be mad. tor 20 ca.e. pape·r towels tor us. in the 
Oity buildings. Council.uulnBaboook seconded the motion, Which 
wa80arried by the following roll call .ote: AY.BS: COUNCILMEN: 
Baboook, Hitohoook. · J4urraY,Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: OOUNOILMEN: None. 

Mayor MoGuirl moved that an appropriation ot not . to ex­
ceed .52.75 bl madl tor 8 oases toilet paper for use in the City 
buildings. Counoilman Hitohoock 8~condedth. motion,whioh was 
carried by thl following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCI~T: 
Babcook, Hi tohooek, Murray ,Powell and MoGuire • NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN None. ABSENT: COUNOILMEN: None. 

Mayor MoGuirl movld that an appropriation ot not to ex­
oeed .155.00 be made tor 10001 whit. rag. tor use in the City 
buildings. Councilman Hitchoockseoonded the motion, whiah was 
oarried by t~. t~llowing roll call vQte:AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Baboook, Hitohoock, Murray, Powell and MoGUire. NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: Nonl. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor MoGuire moved that a letter ot appreciation be for­
warded to Bob Lewellyn, thanking him and the American Legion 
tor theirettorts in making possible the Sona ot the LeSion 
parade held lune 7, 1~4l. Counoilman Hitohoock seconded the 
motion, whioh \fasoarried unanimously. . 

CotinoilmanPowell inquired ot Counoilman .liltohcook it hI 
had appointed Bomlonlto the Reoreatl()ll Committee f whioh Com­
mitt.e it was ·deeided to appoInt to aot 8S an advisory board to 
the City CouncIl Reoreation Committee some time ago. Council­
manBltohcook advised that he had selected Mr. ][ohnstone'toact in 
this . capaoH1, _tid had turned in lIr. Johnston's name two weeks ago. 

Due RillY, Superintendent ot theaecreation Depa!'1fment·, was 
requested to notlty Mr. Johnstone ot the meeting scheduled tor 
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Thur$day, JU11e12, 1941 at 7:30P.M., which he agreed to do. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor McGuire requested, ·the Torrance Herald newspaper re­
presentative to announoe in the paper Thursday, June 12, 1941 
that Bob Lewellyn is Ohairman of the newly apPointed Reoreation 
Committee Whlo11 ·acts in an advisory oapacity to the City Coun­
cil Recreation Committee. 

Mrs. Gonner of North Torrance reopened the discussion of 
the water situation ill North Torranoe at this time. 

Mr. Stanger suggested that, inasmuoh as the time element 
is predominantJn the matter, pipe could be laid trom the water 
mains serving the school in the North Torranoe district to the 
necessary point 1norder to oonneot w1th the oonsumers affeot­
ed by the water shortage, and that,. thereby, hasty, and possibly 
regrettable, aotion in the matter could be avoided. He volun­
t.ered to contact Mr. Jewett, Health Oftioer, June 11, 1941 and 
get a definite deoision as to whether or not the Oounty Counsel 
will permit use of water from the school. 

It was advised by someone in the assemblage that about 
three teet of pipe will be required to make conneotions with the 
school mains possible. Mr. Stanger advised that a pressure re­
ducing valve i8all that is required, which, he said, the Water 
Department has ill stock. 

Sinoe the school semester runs two more weeks,the question 
arose as to whether or not water would be furnished during sohool 
hour., th • . answer being that between 9:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., 
water could not be uSed until the semester ends. 

Mr. KoCall said Xr.7indley is endeavoring to obtain tempo­
rary water servioe from someone in the vioinity. 

Atter considerable discussion, Mayor McGuire requested Mr. 
Stanger to contaot Mr. Jewett regarding servlQe from the school. 

.. . r 
Councilman Babcook moved all bills properly audited b. paid. 

Councilman Murray secondad the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboook, !iitchoock, 
Murray, Powell and Mo~ir.. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Bone. 

At S:SO P.M., upon motion. of Counoilman Baboock, seoonded 
by Councilman Murray, the mee.ting adjourned. 


